
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, February 4, 2015 

Regular Meeting 
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Michael T. DeFeo, Robert E. Galati, Albert A. 
Natelli, Jr. and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay. 
Excused:  Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware. 
 
PRESENTATION:   
Chairman Fasulo called up former Commissioner David Kanute.  He presented him with a plaque in 
appreciation of his 27 years of service on the Park Board.  He was very thankful for all he has done.  Mr. 
Kanute thanked the board and enjoyed serving.  He felt they were in good hands with good staff and 
commission members. 
 
Mr. Joseph LaPorte also spoke.  He said he had the honor of serving with Mr. Kanute for over 25 years.  
He knows how much he contributed and also helped him when he was chairman.  We all worked together.  
He wanted to recognize Mr. Kanute for all he has done.  Mr. LaPorte also congratulated Bob Galati and 
Al Natelli on their appointment to the board. 
 
Chairman Fasulo officially welcomed Commissioners Bob Galati and Al Natelli.  He looks forward to 
working together on the board. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to accept the minutes of the January 7, 2015 meeting as presented.  
Seconded by Commissioner Romano and carried 3-0-2 (Galati and Natelli abstained). 
 
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN: 
Chairman said there is a vacancy for Vice Chairman since Commissioner Kanute left and asked for 
nominations.  Commissioner Romano made a motion to have Michael T. DeFeo be Vice Chairman.  
Commissioner Natelli seconded.  There were no other nominations.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS: 
1.  David Kanute.  Mr. Kanute gave an update on the football leagues.  There is some resistance from the 

Southington league regarding a travel league.  It is still moving forward.  They have insured a season 
with Farmington and West Hartford.  There are some details to work out.  At the next meeting they 
will talk about other things.  Mr. Kanute said probably the easiest thing would be if the season does 
work out with Farmington and West Hartford, they would have to discuss weight issues; otherwise 
there would be two sets of rules.  He will keep the board apprised.  It will depend on the success of 
this year.  Registration and some rule changes were made to bring them to be more like a travel league 
but we are not trying to get away from an in-house league.  Commissioner Galati asked who the new 
presidents were.  David Schneider is president of the Southern League and Mike Goralski is the travel 
league president. 

2. Jim St. John - Southington Girls’ Softball.  Mr. St. John introduced himself as the recently elected 
president of the SGSL.  He gave a little background on his experience with Southington sports.  He 
said he is willing to work with everyone and will accommodate space for the JFK girls.  He wants to 



 

 

have an open communication with Dave Lapreay and the board.  The league had 439 girls last year; 
they go through 12th grade. 

 
Commissioner Romano said we are planning to have presidents of all the leagues come in to see what is 
going on in the leagues, to look for opportunities to improve all the leagues.  Mr. St. John commented that 
the facility at Panthorn Park is pristine.  It is taken care of by all volunteers and they love it.  
Commissioner Galati asked if there is a schedule of their meetings as he would like to attend a few.  Mr. 
St. John said they meet on the first Tuesday of every month.  In warm weather the meetings are typically 
held at the fields; for now they are held at the Polish Falcons Club on Knowles Avenue.  The schedule is 
on their website at www.sgsl.info . 
 
Commissioner Natelli asked if the board could get links for all the leagues to have the opportunity to see 
some of the events that go on.  Mr. Lapreay said he would send them to all commissioners. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT: 
Mr. Lapreay gave a program update.  Winter programs, Zumba Kids, fitness, arts and crafts are ongoing.  
Adult Zumba was cancelled due to low turnout which is out of the ordinary.  It will be offered again in the 
spring.  The weather is making it difficult when schools are closed.  We are trying to reschedule cancelled 
classes.  Girls’ volleyball registration is underway; it starts in March at Derynoski.  Two of the three age 
groups are almost maxed out.  Little League registration was cancelled on January 24 due to the weather.  
Makeups are rescheduled for February 7 and February 14 at the high school. 
  
Playground summer camp: Letters were sent out to staff to see who is coming back.  Deadline is the end 
of March.  We do have applications of people looking for jobs if needed.   
 
Bus trips are still slow.  Several have been cancelled by the tour group due to low turnout but this is 
happening in all towns.  We share buses with other surrounding towns and there is no charge when trips 
are cancelled.  Commissioner Natelli wondered if the ski clubs at the elementary level might help to fill a 
bus in the future.  It’s a thought. 
 
Soccer field lighting at Recreation Park:  Equipment and poles have been dropped off to the contractor.  It 
is held up because of snow.  Mr. Lapreay is hoping by late February or early March the project could be 
started.  He did stress to the contractor the need to have the poles installed when soccer comes up in early 
April, and he understands that.  There will be six poles: two in the center and two on each side. 
 
Music on the Green:  We have sent out sponsorship letters.  Five or so have responded so far.  We also 
reached out to other groups in town for interest.  We will have one more concert this year, still starting at 
the end of May and adding one in September.  Mr. Lapreay commented that he had some feedback from 
the food vendors regarding the $300 fee.  One vendor is not returning (ice cream vendor).  There was 
some discussion about the amount of the fee.  It is for the full concert season.  It was the consensus that it 
was not too much to ask; they should be able to make up the amount.  Regarding the sound technician, 
Mr. Lapreay said he and Jerry Limmer interviewed three companies.  They will meet again to select one.  
The prices look good. 
 
Softball Umpires:  Mr. Lapreay said we moved them under the Plainville Board of ASA Approved 
Umpires.  Their first meeting was this week.  It is moving in the right direction.  The umpires will go 
through proper training.  Lou Urso is heading the program. 
 
Middle School dances have been cancelled due to the low turnout.  Mr. Lapreay briefly summarized the 
situation for the new commissioners.  He will try to start up a movie night on a Saturday night at 



 

 

Derynoski School in the auditorium.  It was approved.  We will use their system, projector and screen.  
The PTO has rights to the movies and we will pay a small fee of $50 to use it.  March 21 is the first one.  
A movie has not yet been selected.  Flyers will be sent to the middle schools. 
 
Budget Update:  Mr. Lapreay had a meeting with the town manager.  There were no concerns brought up 
and he didn’t think anything would be cut out.   
 
Mr. Lapreay said with the construction at the schools, JFK baseball and softball need a place to play.  
DePaolo will go to Massarelli Field again.  JFK will go to the Girls Softball fields for practice and games 
and baseball to Recreation Park. 
 
Commissioner Natelli wondered if the Zumba and fitness classes could be made a part of the wellness 
program that the Self Insurance Committee has put together for the town employees.  He suggested that 
Sherri DiNello might be able to give more detail on the wellness program to Mr. Lapreay.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware submitted a written report for the meeting.  Commissioners reviewed the report and had no 
questions on it.  Chairman Fasulo commented on the ice rink policy.  He said what Mr. Manware stated in 
the report was correct.  We do permit volunteers to clear snow from the rink with brooms, shovels or 
backpack blower (no machinery), but when the posted sign says No Skating, the public should not be on 
it.  Discussion followed about whether any additional signs were necessary, such as No Trespassing.  Mr. 
Lapreay will check with Mark Sciota regarding liability.  Following discussion, Commissioner Natelli 
made a motion that we would like to have a sign that says “No Skating - No Trespassing” and the phone 
number of the office for any questions or issues, pending the approval of the Town Attorney.  Motion was 
seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks.  
Seconded by Commissioner Natelli and carried unanimously.   
 
Mr. Lapreay forgot to mention one item in his report.  The Eagle Scout who came to the board regarding 
putting obstacles at the dog park has submitted a picture, received yesterday, and showing the layout of 
the obstacles.  Mr. Lapreay passed out copies to the members.  The obstacles would be placed along the 
fence, about 10 ft. in to allow for mowing.  Approval from the Eagle pack is expected by the end of 
February.  He would need to work with Mr. Manware about where they would go because of irrigation 
and mowing concerns.  If the board had no issues, Mr. Manware could make an appointment with the 
scout to review plans.  Mr. Lapreay was waiting to hear back whether the obstacles are free standing or 
permanent.  Commissioner Romano made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to go forward 
pending approval with Mr. Manware on the locations.  Motion carried unanimously.  Several 
commissioners thought it was a great idea. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS: No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
1. Signs from the State re Tobacco Free Area.  Mr. Lapreay said he checked the website and there is a 
limit of five signs per community.  He has not heard back yet from the state.  We would need about 40 
signs.  Commissioner Natelli asked if there was any grant money available.  He was willing to reach out 
to local representatives to find out. 
 
 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Party for Ans Swanson.  Commissioner DeFeo said Ans Swanson is being honored for 40 years of 

service to the soccer club on February 24.  He passed out a flyer.  He is planning to attend. 
2. Al Natelli said he is very happy to be on this board and looks forward to implementing some of the 

things that came out of the Blue Ribbon Parks Committee when he and Peter Romano were on the 
Council.  It means a lot to him. 

3. Bob Galati said he feels he has a big learning curve.  While he has been involved in sports for many 
years, this is different.  He believes attending some of the meetings will help a lot. 

4. Leagues.  Commissioner Romano said the challenge by the Board of Finance was how we come up 
with our subsidies.  What we agreed upon is getting all the leagues in here.  He believes we should 
focus on setting target dates.  There are 12 leagues.  We should probably try for May for six coming in 
and six more coming in September if we think we can handle six at a time.  He also felt we need a 
system.  There are five commissioner members and 12 leagues.  Perhaps each member could attend 2 
or 3 meetings a year.  We want to let them know we want to partner with them to strengthen their 
league.  The commissioners agreed that was a good idea.  Commissioner Natelli added that we have 
an obligation to observe some of their games so we can see first-hand what is going on so we can ask 
intelligent questions instead of guessing.  Chairman Fasulo said he would talk with Mr. Lapreay about 
scheduling the leagues.  Mr. Lapreay said all the leagues should have new boards elected now. 

5. Western League decided to go with all wood bats last night reported Commissioner DeFeo.  Everyone 
seemed to agree this was a good thing. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Romano made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Natelli and carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


